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Patient safety is a top concern of every nurse, physician, hospital 
worker, and healthcare administrator. However, despite the effort that 
goes into keeping patients safe, there are many factors that can 
threaten their well-being. Here are a few ways to help avoid those 
threats and keep everyone safe. 

Right now, patient safety doesn’t look stellar. Mainly, this issue has 
come about because of employee disengagement, low staffing, and a 
lack of resources:

Success

20to
40%

of all healthcare spending 
is wasted due to patient 

safety ignorance.

30%

of the time patients 
are not recommended 

the care they need.

What’s the current state of patient safety?

Luckily, a few simple changes can work toward improving patient safety:

How can we improve? 

With these guidelines, hospitals and healthcare facilities everywhere 
can make strides toward improving patient safety. Nationally, we are 
already making headway:

Looking forward 

Sources:
http://www.who.int/features/factfiles/patient_safety/patient_safety_facts/en/
http://www.centerforpatientsafety.org/facts-stats/
http://www.ahrq.gov/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/research/findings/nhqrdr/nhqdr14/2014nhqdr.pdf
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1 in10 patients could be 
harmed during 
their hospital stay.

1 in3001 in 1,000,000
There is a

chance of a passenger being 
injured in an aircraft.

There is a

chance of a patient being 
harmed by healthcare.

1.7M
Approximately

healthcare-associated 
infections occur each year 
and cause 99,000 deaths.

Follow low-infection prevention guidelines

of Hospital Acquired Illness 
are reduced by simple actions 
like washing hands.

Improve acquisition of medical devices

50%

Reduce unsafe injections

Between 2000 and 2010, the 
reuse rate of injections 
decreased by 88 percent.88%

1.5M

Promote surgical safety

of complications are 
preventable. 50%

There are 1.5 million medical 
devices worldwide that can 
improve patient care.

Annually, better engagement between doctors and patients could:

Prevent 
98,000 deaths

Save
$19.5 Billion

There has been a 17 percent 
reduction in rates of 

hospital-acquired conditions between 
2010 and 2013, and patient harm 

dropped by 1.3 million.

Immunization rates for 
adolescents doubled 

between 2008 and 2012.

2008 20122010 2013 2010 2013

1.3M
17%


